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Transport from Gleiwitz, Gleiwitz (Oppeln), Silesia (Upper), Germany to unknown place on 
28/05/1942 

The deportations apparently started after the Gestapo Gleiwitz received a cable, instructing 
them to immediately commence with the deportations: "all upper Silesian Jews are to be 
deported, excluding the families Guratze in Tost and Kochmann in Gleiwitz and the mixed 
marriages." The family Guratze were ennobled Jews who had influential friends among the 
higher Wehrmacht echelon. The Kochmann family was related to the Italian ambassador to 
Stockholm and personal friend of Mussolini, Giuseppe Renzetti. However, Schlesinger 
quotes from his memory, there seems to be no copy of this cable and Schlesinger does not 
disclose the source of his information. 

In a letter to the Reichsvereinigung dated May 15, 1942, Arthur Kochmann records the 
following details of the deportation procedure: 

"This morning, the nurse Emma Sara Ritter, who is employed with us, went to the office of 
the Gestapo Gleiwitz in order to get permission to visit the detained spouses Roth. On this 
occasion, the Gestapo officer Linz conveyed the message that 70 members of our 
community would be evacuated in the course of the day and that the rest would share the 
same fate throughout next week. The same officer called some hours later prompting us to 
instruct the occupants of the dwellings Bahnhofstrasse 4, Oberwallstrasse 14 and 
Neudorfstrasse 5 that all of them, whatever their age, would have to prepare for a certain 
hour later in the day to be evacuated. Only the very necessary items should be packed into a 
knapsack or, if not available, should be wrapped into a sheet or blanket. With regard to the 
funds we were told that the evacuees would be able to bring any amount. As we just 
learned, the occupants of Bahnhofstrasse 4 were already picked up by a police car. This 
includes the director of our school, Wilhelm Fleischer and the former merchant Fritz 
Grünpeter (...)." 

Kochmann's letter proceeds in explaining the tasks of several Jewish community leaders, 
mentions the inclusion of elderly people such as the 71 year old Mrs. Pese and the 83 year 
old Mrs. Fernbach and criticizes the deportation of children and elderly people in general 
with reference to the order of the RSHA to exempt people under 15 and over 65. Kochmann 
therefore asks his correspondent in the Reichsvereinigung, Paul Eppstein, to intervene on 
behalf of the children and the elderly people. He complains further that "contrary to the 
practice in other districts of the Reich" to involve the Jewish communities into the 
"evacuation process" and to retain and store all personal belongings that are exempt from 
confiscation in the name of its owners, the Jewish community of Gleiwitz was not informed 
and therefore has been hindered from overseeing and possibly preventing the confiscation 
of certain items. The author then conveys the most recent bit of information that the 
occupants of Reinhold-Muchowstrasse, among them the last Jewish teacher Mr. Schatz, 
would have to leave as well. Therefore, the Jewish community would not be able to run its 
last school any longer. The letter ends with a post scriptum, telling Mr. Eppstein that all "the 
prospective evacuations (scheduled for this day) have been concluded." 

A note from the Jewish community, dated June 6, 1942, intended to inform the candidates 
for deportation on June 8 sheds further light on the proceedings: 



"The keys need to be left in cabinets, closets, drawers etc. Gas, light and fire need to be 
turned off. A slip of paper has to be attached to the apartment or house key, indicating the 
name of its former owner and has to be handed over while reporting once arrived at the 
point of registration. It is important to comply with the regulations of luggage, not to exceed 
10 kg per person, as well as to abide by the kind of provisions that are allowed. If there are 
still optical instruments in the possession of some evacuees, as well as opera glasses, 
binoculars, typewriters and bicycles, they are required to be disposed of at the Gestapo 
office at the police headquarters." 

Kochmann mentions in his correspondence that the deportees were brought to the Police 
Headquarters Gleiwitz. Since the letter dates May 15 and the transport is recorded on May 
16, the deportees probably spent the night in the police headquarters. This is consistent 
with another letter from May 21 where Kochmann outlines in a follow-up with the 
Reichsvereinigung that the Jews of the second transport on May 20 were collected from the 
Judenhäuser (Jew houses) on May 19, then spent the night in the police headquarters 
before being deported. 

The destination of all 6 or 7 transports is not known for sure (the fifth transport on June 15, 
mentioning only two people might be an error due to the swapping of numbers – 16.5 
instead of 15.6). The major sources that are referring to Auschwitz base their knowledge on 
the aforementioned collection of the Jewish community in Gleiwitz. The Bundesarchiv 
recorded these transports in their Memorial Book under "Gleiwitz-Auschwitz". They are 
relying on the research of historians Alfred Gottwaldt and Diana Schulle (Die 
'Judendeportationen' aus dem Deutschen Reich). Gottwaldt refers to the historian Karol 
Jonca (Vernichtung der schlesischen Juden and Zaglada niemieckich Zydow na Gornym 
Slasku [1933-1945]) and Jonca refers to Kochmann and Schlesinger. However, in his letters 
during the war, Kochmann suggests Auschwitz as well as Theresienstadt as possible 
destinations while negating Warsaw (Some relatives of the deportees had asked if the 
transports were not intended for the ghetto in Warsaw). In his responding correspondence 
to several people who managed to emigrate, he repeats his suggestions and clarifies on 
several occasions that he has absolutely no knowledge about the destination and the 
whereabouts of the deportees. Schlesinger doesn't suggest anything different. Only after 
the war, while compiling his "History of the Jewish Community in Gleiwitz 1933-1945", 
recorded as a testimony, Schlesinger mentions Auschwitz on two accounts without offering 
any proof: 

"In May 1942, when the lilacs were blooming, Mr. Linz of the secret state police intruded 
the apartments of the gentlemen Weissenberg, Kareski, Jakobowitz, Angress and Unger, 
dragged off men, women and children, dragged them off into the concentration camp to 
Auschwitz. Most community members, including the old cantor Freysinger were arrested 
the next night and taken to the concentration camp to Auschwitz. Few community members 
were left behind." 

This quotation cannot be taken as an authentic recall of one specific event but rather as a 
synopsis of all deportations since the aforementioned Jews were deported on different days 
during May and June 1942 (Weissenberg on May 20, Kareski not mentioned, maybe Fritz 
Karecki on May 16, Isaac Jakobowitz as well on May 16 and Jakob Unger on June 29; The 
name Angress appears 4 times on different dates. It is therefore impossible to determine 
who Schlesinger is referring to). According to Schlesinger there was no survivor: 



"Unfortunately, out of 587 Jews from Gleiwitz who were deported to the concentration 
camp, nobody returned. We must assume that they were all gassed and burned in 
Auschwitz." 

In the "Auschwitz Chronicle 1939–1945", Danuta Czech does not mention any transport 
from Gleiwitz or any transport with deportees from Gleiwitz or Beuthen or other towns 
from the Western (Altreich) part of Upper Silesia between May 16 and June 29, 1942. For 
the province of Upper Silesia there are transports recorded on June 2 with an unknown 
number of Jews from Olkusz (Ilkenau), on June 17 and 20 with 2000 Jews each from the 
ghetto of Sosnowiec who are each time immediately killed with Zyklon B in Bunker 1 
(Birkenau). There are some dozen single prisoners sent from Katowice and Oppeln (without 
specifying if they were Jewish). As well the correspondence with the archives of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum in Oświęcim did not yield additional or different results. 
Moreover, four large transports from France are recorded during this time, one from 
Slovakia (via Lublin) and the two transports from Sosnowiec. Why should 7 transports from 
Gleiwitz with 578 Jews and 10 transports from Beuthen with 982 Jews all go unrecorded 
during this time? 

There is also the assertion of former Auschwitz concentration camp commander Rudolf 
Höss that the deportations of Upper Silesian Jews started "in the spring of 1942" (In his 
autobiographical account, edited by Martin Broszat. Broszat comments that the 
deportations actually started "at the outset of 1942.") In Auschwitz, the first arrival of "64 
prisoners sent by the Kattowitz Stapo" is recorded on February 13. Though it is unclear if 
they were Jewish or not. The same is true of the 47 prisoners, sent from Katowice on 
February 26 and further transports from Katowice on March 9 (28), March 10 (29), March 20 
(12 – here it specifies that they are Jewish), March 23 (18), April 27 (14), April 28 (24) and 
May 6 (21). Another recorded transport seems to be based on erroneous specifications of 
the International Tracing Service (ITS) in Arolsen which stated that the Jews of Beuthen 
were transported to Auschwitz on February 15. However, the recordings of the 
Reichsvereinigung (German Federal Archives R 8150/26, 8150/69) clearly indicate the 
beginning of the deportations from Beuthen on May 14. Furthermore, a typewritten 
deportation list with 982 names, titled "Directory of all Jews Evacuated from Beuthen"), 
arranged by dates and "Jew houses" with a hand marked entry "Gestapo" also lists May 14, 
1942 as the first entry for deportations from Beuthen. It encloses as well a handwritten note 
next to each date, stating the point of departure ("ab Bendsburg", "ab Ilkenau" etc.), thus 
indicating the collection point for the main transport. This list exists on microfilm in the Yad 
Vashem Archives and in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) in 
Washington. 1992 it was brought by the survivor Siegfried Halbreich (born 13.11.1909 in 
Dziedzice, Poland) to the USHMM. The origin of this list is unclear but the content does not 
leave any doubt about its authenticity. Especially it refutes entries that are stating 
otherwise. According to Danuta Czech, the first mass transports from Upper Silesian Jews 
arrived at Auschwitz between May 5 and May 11. The entry records "5,200 Jews from the 
ghettos Dombrowa (Dąbrowa Górnicza), Bendsburg (Bedzin), Warthenau (Zawiercie) und 
Gleiwitz." However, this entry, at least with regard to the deportations from Gleiwitz is 
inaccurate. Gleiwitz had no ghetto, there were no Polish Jews and the deportations had not 
started yet. The historian Martin Gilbert also lists Jews from Gleiwitz (in Final Solution: The 
Expulsion and Destruction of the Jews) being gassed in Auschwitz at the same time as the 
Polish Jews from Dąbrowa, Zawiercie, Bedzin and Sosnowiec between May 5 and May 12 



but without specifying. According to the well documented and detailed records of the 
Jewish community of Gleiwitz, there was no deportation prior to May 16. Thus, also Höss 
either erred or referred to the transports from Katowice. 

With regard to the assumption that the transports went to Theresienstadt, this is highly 
unlikely since the transports from the Reich to Theresienstadt only started in June 1942 and 
are well recorded. There were 26 transports for the month of June from the cities of Berlin, 
Munich, Cologne and Vienna. 

Some sources such as Schlesinger and the Irgun Oleh Merkaz Europa name very few Gleiwitz 
survivors. One name that circulates frequently is Wilhelm Fleischer. However, there are 
conflicting recordings about this name. Apparently there have been two people with the 
same first and family name living in Gleiwitz. One was a merchant and the other a teacher 
and school principal. It is doubtful that the Fleischer named as Auschwitz survivor in 
"Mitteilungen", Irgun Oleh Merkaz Europa, from August 18, 1949) is identical with the 
deportee on the deportation list of May 16. Further names of alleged survivors such as Mr. 
A. Paulus (G. Szyndler, Wstęp do dziejów gliwickiej Gminy Żydowskiej) and Else Latacz 
(mentioned by the Jewish Heritage of Gliwice Association „Zikaron-Memory”) didn't yield 
any clarifications with regard to the destination. These names even don't appear on the 
deportation lists. 

Furthermore, it is likely that the transports of Gleiwitz were part of a wave of consolidated 
transports from several Silesian or Upper Silesian cities in May and June 1942. A copy of a 
typewritten deportation list, handmarked "Gestapo Beuthen" indicates several transports at 
the same dates as in Gleiwitz that is on May 16, May 20, May 28, on June 15 and on June 29. 
The city of Beuthen is located just 20 km from Gleiwitz. There is some extended information 
about the transports from Gleiwitz and from Beuthen on May 28, 1942. On the Gestapo list 
from Beuthen, it says that the deportation went from Będzin to its final destination (“ab 
Bendsburg”). This could mean that the Jews from Beuthen were first brought by truck or by 
train on May 28 to Będzin and from there to the final destination. Będzin was part of the so-
called Oststreifen in Upper Silesia, by truck at approximately 17 km from Beuthen and by 
train about twice as much since there was no direct connection and the train would have 
travelled South via Chorzów (Königshütte) to Katowice and then again to the North via 
Sosnowiec to Będzin. In a letter from Arthur Kochmann to the Reichsvereinigung in Breslau 
on May 28, 1942, Kochmann informs about the Jews being evicted that same day from 
Gleiwitz to Będzin and from there to an unknown place. Schlesinger specifies that the Jews 
have been deported by truck. The trucks passed through Sosnowiec. (This is confirmed in 
the testimony of the German national Mrs. Sabisch on the deportation of her friend Käthe 
Büchler on June 20: "In front of the house waited a truck, packed with wretched people who 
while standing were first transported to Sosnowiec. From there they were supposed to 
proceed to Theresienstadt nearby Prague.") The distance is about 44 km. The transport 
passed through Katowice and then North via Sosnowiec to Będzin. Auschwitz however is 
located in the very South corner of Upper Silesia, at about 62 km from Gleiwitz. If the 
destination of the transports was Auschwitz and the Jews were deported by truck, why 
would they have been brought first to Będzin? It is much more likely that the trucks brought 
them to Będzin because they would board a train from there, together with other small 
contingents of Jews from Upper Silesian towns further north to the killing sites in the district 
of Lublin. The mass deportations from the Będzin Ghetto started only in the summer of 
1942. 



Hulda Kocy from Hindenburg (Zabrze) mentions as well deportations from her home town in 
spring 1942 but without specifications (Hindenburg is located 10 km from Gleiwitz). There 
are no deportation lists or further data that goes into the details of the deportations from 
Hindenburg. 

 

Related Places • Auschwitz Birkenau, Extermination Camp, Poland  
• Będzin, Bedzin, Kielce, Poland 
• Będzin, Ghetto, Poland 
• Beuthen Oberschlesien, Beuthen O. S. (Oppeln), Silesia (Upper) 
• Hindenburg Oberschlesien, Hindenburg O. S. (Oppeln), Silesia  
• Sobibor, Extermination Camp, Poland  
• Sosnowiec, Kielce, Poland 
• Sosnowiec Ghetto, Poland 

No. of transports at the 

event 

1 

No. of deportees at 

departure 

• Min: 137 

• Max: 145 

No. of deportees upon 

arrival 

• Min: 137 

• Max: 145 

Date of Departure 28/05/1942 

Date of Arrival 28/05/1942 

Item No. 5093097 

 

 

Agencies of Deportation • Gestapo Staatspolizelietstelle Kattowitz  

• Reich Security Main Office  

• Reichstransportministerium  

• RSHA IVB4 - Judenangelegenheiten, Räumungsangelegenheiten  

• SD Leitabschnitt Kattowitz 



Nationality of the Officials • German 

 


