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Transport from Beuthen Oberschlesien, Beuthen O. S. (Oppeln), Silesia (Upper), Germany to 
unknown place on 02/06/1942 

The sixth transport from Beuthen allegedly went to Chrzanów, as indicated in the 
handwritten note under the heading "Liste 6" ("ab Krenau"). The Gestapo entry specifies 
that 134 Jews from 13 so-called Jew Houses in Beuthen were deported (Bismarckstraße 72 
and 82, Friedrich-Wilhelm-Ring 15, Gartenstraße 20, Gleiwitzerstraße 13, Gymnasialstraße 
1, Hohenzollernstraße 2 and 14, Kattowitzerstraße 29, Kirchstraße 1, Krakauerstraße 1, 
Ritterstraße 3 and Schießhausstraße 6). According to the Polish scholar Franciszek Piper, 
4,000 Jews were deported from Chrzanów to Auschwitz in June 1942. However, the 
pertaining data table doesn't specify the date. Piper refers to Czech's Chronicle and to 
Gilbert but Czech does not itemize any transport from Chrzanów in June 1942 and Gilbert 
does not mention any sources at all. Chrzanów is located about 55 km south-east of 
Beuthen towards Krakow, not at all at the railway line to Auschwitz. There are no known 
reports about the arrival of Beuthen Jews in Chrzanów. There is not a single known survivor 
from this transport. 

 
Beuthen Oberschlesien, Beuthen O. S. (Oppeln), Silesia (Upper), Germany 

Means of Transportation: Trucks 

Means of Transportation: Train 
Krenau, Chrzanow, Krakow, Poland 

Means of Transportation: Train 
 

Related Places • Auschwitz Birkenau, Extermination Camp, Poland  

• Będzin, Bedzin, Kielce, Poland 

• Będzin, Ghetto, Poland 

• Biala Bielsko, Bielsko Slaskie, Slask, Poland 

• Bielitz Biala, Bielsko Slaskie, Slask, Poland 

• Bielitz, Bielsko Slaskie, Slask, Poland 

• Blachstaedt, Camp, Poland 

• Bukowna, Olkusz, Kielce, Poland 

• Chorzów, Katowice, Slask, Poland 

• Chrzanow, Chrzanow, Krakow, Poland 

• Chrzanow, Ghetto, Poland 

• Dabrowa Gornicza, Bedzin, Kielce, Poland 

• Dabrowa Gornicza, Ghetto, Poland 



• Dombrowa Gornicza, Bedzin, Kielce, Poland 

• Dombrowa, Bedzin, Kielce, Poland 

• Gleiwitz, Gleiwitz (Oppeln), Silesia (Upper), Germany 

• Hindenburg Oberschlesien, Hindenburg O. S. (Oppeln), Silesia (Upper) 

• Kazimierz, Poland 

• Koenigshuette, Chrzanow, Krakow, Poland 

• Krzepice, Czestochowa, Kielce, Poland 

• Olkusz, Olkusz, Kielce, Poland 

• Sciemieszyce, Bedzin, Kielce, Poland 

• Sobibor, Extermination Camp, Poland  

• Sosnowiec, Kielce, Poland 

• Sosnowiec, Ghetto, Poland 

No. of 

transports at 

the event 

1 

No. of 

deportees at 

departure 

• 134 
 

No. of 

deportees upon 

arrival 

• 134 
 

Date of 

Departure 

02/06/1942 

Item No. 11164987 

 

Agencies of Deportation • Gestapo Aussendienststelle Beuthen 

• Gestapo Staatspolizelietstelle Kattowitz  

• Polizeiverwaltung Sosnowitz 

• Reich Security Main Office  



• Reichstransportministerium  

• RSHA IVB4 – Judenangelegenheiten, Räumungsangelegenheiten  

• SD Leitabschnitt Kattowitz 

Officials in Charge of 

Transport 

• Dreier Hans  

• Mildner Rudolf 

Rail Company • Deutsche Reichsbahn  

Nationality of the 

Officials 

• German 

 

 

 

 

Historical Background 

On January 31, 1942, after the Wannsee conference of January 20, Adolf Eichmann, head of 
the Amt IV sub-department known as Referat IV B4 of the RSHA 
(Reichssicherheitshauptamt, Reich Security Main Office), who was in charge of arranging for 
all deportations into occupied Poland, informed Gestapo headquarters throughout the 
Reich that “the recent evictions of Jews from several areas of the Reich to the East are only 
the beginning of the ‘Final Solution’ of the Jewish problem in the Altreich, Austria, and the 
Protectorate.” He stressed that “the initial deportation measures carried out so far have 
been limited... the new reception points are getting organized for the expulsion of other 
groups of Jews. Clearly, these preparations will take some time." 

On March 6, 1942, Eichmann summoned Gestapo representatives from all over the Reich to 
a meeting to discuss the deportation of 55,000 Jews from the Reich and the Protectorate. 
He instructed them not to give the Jews any advanced notice of the transports and not to 
include the elderly. The dates of the transports would only be divulged by phone (code word 
"DA") to the local Gestapo offices six days in advance, a precaution evidently meant to 
forestall rumors among the Jewish population about the impending deportations. The call 
would be immediately confirmed by telex to Department IV B 4 of the RSHA. The railway car 
capacity although nominally 700 would be stretched to carry at least 1,000 Jews on each 
train. 

The transports from the Reich, including those from annexed Austria had resumed in March 
(These had already started in the fall of 1941). The destination was the Lublin District in the 



Generalgouvernement, where there were transit camps for the implementation of the Final 
Solution, among them Izbica, Piaski and Opole Lubelskie. However, some of the deportees 
were taken directly to the extermination camps. 

Until the beginning of the war, the Jews of Beuthen, as all the Jews in Upper Silesia, had 
been under the jurisdiction of the administrative district of Regierungsbezirk Oppeln, one of 
three Silesian districts (the other two being Liegnitz and Breslau). After the invasion of 
Poland in September 1939, Polish Upper Silesia, as it had existed since 1922 when Germany 
and Poland signed an accord on East Silesia, was annexed to the Province of Silesia. This 
annexed territory, also known as East Upper Silesia (Ostoberschlesien), became part of the 
new administrative district "Regierungsbezirk Kattowitz", which included the urban districts 
Gleiwitz, Beuthen, and Hindenburg. Katowice (Kattowitz) was made the capital of Upper 
Silesia. An additional Polish territory, made up of several Polish provinces, called the 
Oststreifen (the Eastern strip) was integrated into this province. The Oststreifen included 
such cities as Będzin (Bendsburg), Sosnowiec (Sosnowitz), Chrzanów (Krenau), and Oświęcim 
(Auschwitz), which had large Jewish populations (in some cities over 50%). 

The Gestapo regional headquarters Kattowitz (Gestapoleitstelle) allegedly were solely 
responsible for arranging the deportations of the Upper Silesian Jews. Formally, the chain of 
command went from the RSHA in Berlin to Obersturmbannführer (Lieutenant-Colonel) Dr 
Rudolf Mildner, who headed the Gestapo in Katowice between March 1941 and the fall of 
1943. Mildner was as well the head of the so-called political department at Auschwitz and 
presided over a "special court" (Sondergericht) that sentenced thousands of Poles to death. 
However, unlike the districts in the Generalgouvernement, where the SS and Police Leaders 
(SSPF) arranged the transports under the supervision of the Higher SS- and Police-Leader 
(HSSPF) in Cracow, the transports in the district of Katowice (Regierungsbezirk Kattowitz) 
were not organized by Heinrich Schmauser, the HSSPF in Breslau, but rather were handled 
directly by Mildner who determined the fate of the Jews and, set the dates and the 
destinations of the transports. 

Until May 12, 1942, the Regierungsbezirk Kattowitz had a so-called police border 
(Polizeigrenze) that separated the mostly German, western parts of the district from the 
mainly Polish and Jewish eastern sections, in order to prevent "unwanted subjects" from 
moving freely within the district. As soon as Reinhard Heydrich, the chief of the RSHA did 
away with the internal provincial border, a massive wave of deportations began, first from 
the cities of Będzin, Sosnowiec, Andrychów (Andrichau), Kęty (Kenty), Kłobuck (Klobutzko), 
Krzepice, Dandowka, Bielsko (Bielitz) and Chrzanów (Krenau). The deportations from the 
western part of the district, the so-called Altreich, started some days later, in Beuthen on 
May 14 and in Gleiwitz on May 16. There are not yet any data for Hindenburg or other 
Upper Silesian towns. 

Beuthen was a border town between Germany and the Second Polish Republic since the 
partition of Upper Silesia in 1922, in the wake of the plebiscite of 1921. It had approximately 
3,500 Jews in 1933 and still 1,300 at the onset of World War II. 

A typewritten collection of 10 deportation lists with 982 names, titled "Directory of all Jews 
Evacuated from Beuthen"), arranged by dates and "Jew houses" with a hand-written entry 
"Gestapo" records May 14, 1942, as the first date for deportations from Beuthen. It also 
includes a handwritten note next to each date with the place of departure ("ab Bendsburg", 
"ab Ilkenau" etc.), thus indicating the collection point for the main transport. The 



deportation dates, presumably from the Gestapo Beuthen, also match the recorded data of 
the Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland (Reich's Association of the Jews in 
Germany). Several sources, such as in the Auschwitz Chronicle, suggest that the first 
transport of Jews from Upper Silesia to Auschwitz arrived from Beuthen on February 15, 
1942. However, as being expounded by the historian Alfred Gottwaldt, this assumption 
seems to be based on erroneous specifications of the International Tracing Service (ITS) in 
Arolsen. 

As in the case of the Gleiwitz transports, the final destinations of the transports from 
Beuthen remain unknown. The Jews from Beuthen were first sent to assembly points in the 
Oststreifen (in some cases possibly collecting Jews from other Upper Silesian towns such as 
Gleiwitz and Hindenburg) and, from there presumably to a death camp or a killing site. A 
few testimonies mention the direction of the transports from Sosnowiec and Będzin, noting 
that the train passed through Katowice. However, all the deportation trains from these two 
cities, either to the Lublin District or to Auschwitz, might have passed through the Upper 
Silesian capital. 
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